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feature

by Lauren T. Stumberg

he historical ambiance is what mitially attracts most visitors to the Ye Kendall Inn. however it
15 the combination of the unique atmosphere and modem luxunes that keep them coming back.
For over 150 years the Kendall Tom has served those looking for an 1dyllic envomment to relax
and unwind. Today, the newly restored Kendall Inn has everythung both guests and locals could
desire.
Since purchasing the property m 2000, owners Ed and Elisa McClure and Dr Pete Lemninger
have made nullions of dollars of improvements to the Inn. Those improvements mchide Kendall
Halle, a completely modem convention center capable of accommodatmg up to 400 people. the
addition of 18 guest rooms for a total of 36 rooms. suites and cottages. a mercantile bilding that
houses The Loft Salon. Spa and Pilates. and dramatic mprovements to enhance the charm and
allure of the property. On-site at Ye Kendall Tnn there 15 also Tavem 128 which 1s a full-service bar, the Kendall Provisions
Company and the award-winning Limestone Grille.
Situated right m the nuddle of Boeme on the Town Square and the Cibolo Creek. Ye Kendall Tnn 1s perfectly positioned
to provade out of town puests with a true Inll country expenience and converent enough for locals 1o pariake of all that 1t

PICTURED ABOVE: Cr Pete Leininger, Blisa MoClure, Taylor McClure-Covington and BEd MoClure. Photo by Ron Pritchett. Pritchett Photographiy
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has to offer as well.

The Inn's listoric chansma and beaut-
fial setting make it a popular destination for
weddings, family reumons and corporate
retreats. “The charm of the place is hard to
get past” says Dr Lemmnger Though the
grounds of the Tnn do most of the enticing.
Ed and Ehsa’s daughter Taylor McClure-
Covingten.  the Director of Catening and
Wedding Specialist, 15 mvaluable i malong
sure that the rest of the details are taken care
of A large part of Ye Kendall Inn’s business
comes from these special events and catenng,
and Taylor works tirelessly to make sure they
go off wathout a hitch!

“All the events at the Imn can be
completely customized.” says Taylor “Tvany
people assume we only do really ligh-end.
upscale events. However, we can do amything
from hamburgers or bar-b-que to lobster and
mmlti-course dinners.” Their culinary team will
customuze menus and vemies to meet your
needs, whatever they may be. From dining
under the stars in the courtyard. to relaxing after
a productive day by our outdoor fireplace. the
expenenced staff of the Kendall Inn will assist
vou in planning a successful event

In addition to catenng the Kendall Tnn 1s
home to the Limestone Grille, which is open for
breakfast. humch and dinner. The restaurant rivals
all in the Hill Country with a unique menu that
15 comparably priced to others in the area. Mike
MeClure, Ed McClure's brother. 15 the Chef of
the Limestone Gnlle. He, along with Ed, Elsa
and Dr. Letminger all work together to create an
expenience that is both diverse and delicious,

The wine list available at the Limestone
Grille stands out among any restaurant, which
has been proven by thewr 9-year run as a recipi-
ent of the prestigious Wine Spectator Magazines
Award of Excellence. According to Elisa. “We
have really carved out a unique niche when it
comes to our wime hist. We have special monthly
wine dinners 11 which we feature superb wine
selections patred with impeccable food ™

Anpther fabulous amenity the Kendall Tnn
offers 15 the availability of The Loft Salon Spa
and Pilates. Here. guest of the Tnn and locals alike
are mvited to delight in the art of pampenng.
The convemience of The Loft is phenomenal It
eliminates the nead to travel bevond Boemme for
a professional salon and spa. Their kmowledze-
able staff will help to plan the perfect expenience,
even suggesting the best sequence of your treat-
ments. Services include everything from hand
and foot ntuals, waxing. massage. body and spa
treatments_ hair and styling. makeup and tinting
Iypdro-therapy and even medical spa treatments
and a Power Pilates Smdio,

Kendall Provisions Company, located mside

continued on pags I
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The Kendall inn & one of the &w remaning | %th century
hotels in Texas. it & both 2 Texas and 2 national kndmark
that has gren shelrer fo many famous people indudng
Jeflersen Daves, Presdent Dhwight D Bsenhower and
RobertElee.

The history of the Kendall Inn begns in |859 when
John ames sold the nd where the Kendall Inn stands
0 Brastus and Sarah Reed for 32000 The Reeds came 1o
Boeme from Georgi, where they had operated and man-
aged hotels They began consinuchion of the two-story nn
shortly after ther armival and ised the local buttery yellow
Irmestone for the structure’s walls The "Reed House™ had
wide galleries and &l windows, which opened 1o take
maxdmum advantage of the area’s steady breezesThe Inn
faced south on Boeme's main square, where stagecoaches,
caile drves and ammy supply comvoys congregated
Boerme was an ideal location for-a haostelry, located in
the halfaay point on the main road from San Antoreo o
Fredendasburg and the Inn prospered

Reed permitted cattiemen to pen their fvestodk
near the hotel and the ranchers and fral bosses would
seep n the hotel whie the cowboys remained outsde
with the cattle. Cattle, however, were not the only vaniety
of Ivestods, which were drven along the San Antono
road Durng this time the esxpenmental Camel Comps
of the Southwest made a StDPIJ\-'E" at the Kendal inm
Maor HC Wayne of the US Caalry was in charge
of the importation of camels for use at the forts in the
sofwest The project was the nspration of Seaetary
of War; |eflerson Davis The camebl were daked in front
of the nn on Boeme's Man Plaza and were tended o
by two Arabs and a Turk who were hired to tain cavalry
n the proper use of camels Col Robert E Lee, stationed
at Fort Mason in the Hil Country, wes akio a frequent
visitor of the Inn and was a patron of the nn's dining room
shortly before he resgned his Army Commisscn on the
eve iof the Tl War

in 1869 Col Henry C. King purchased the Inn from
the Reeds and adverteed Boeme’s dry Mediemanean
dimate as an deal resort for asthma sufferers, wicims of
tuberculosis and other respiratory almenis. He renamed
the hotel the *King Place™ and amanged fo have the hotel
rmade a stegeccach stop King did not rermainin Boemelong,
however, because he was lected to State Senate n 1872
His wiie, Jean Adams Portland King, remained n Boeme
and rnanaged the hotel hosting a wadely vanied diertele.
Kings proffic Senate caresr nduded zppoirdments o the
Corrrnittee on Indian Affairs, the Commiksion for Canals
znd Ditdnes, the Commission on MNavigation and Imigtion
and the Commisson for the Sale and Lesse of School
Lands, which funded the Stale’s infant ureersiy system
In 1875, King was 2 delegate fo the Stat=s Constitutional
Comvention, which was the basis for the retum of ol

rical Significance

gvermnment aftier Reconstnadion From 1877 1o 1879, King
was editor of the San Artonio Bgress, one of the State’s
brgest daily newspapers. Preadent Benprmin Harmson
apponted King as the Demooatic Commissioner from
Ten@s to the Workds Columbin Expostion in Chicago in
| 893, his Jast public ofice before retirement

I'm 1878, |C. Roundtree and WL Wadsworth, twe
Dallas. busmessmen, purchased the nn from King and
added the two fanking wings which housed the guest
rooms. The wings were harmoniously proportioned and
sgnifcantly were bult in the same vemacular Gresk
Bewnal stde as the onginal main blodk

Gresk Rewal was by 1878 a very comsenatie
style, even in Texas where it enjoyed great populanty The
austere simnplaty of the Inn was an unusual contrast to the
rriore exuberant Vicionan sbyles, which were corming into
vOELE N Texas at that tme. Roundiree and Wadsworth
obtained reguiar stagecoach serice with the hotel as an
overmight stop The name of the Inn was dhanged to the
“Boerme Hotel" and very stables were consiructed near
the square for guests and stage fine horses.

n 1884 the Inn was purchased by lames T. Clarkga
fnanacer; and placed under the management of two men
named Brown and Woolis The hotel was advertised a5
a health rescrt and spegal amangements were made to
accommodate diferent dietary regimens presmbed by
vanous dociors. Free daly stagecoach service was pro-
vided fio and from San Antonio, and a s&F of locf doctors
remained cn call for the hotefs guests As a spedal service,
murses and senvants were accommodated at half poce

Dr |H Bametz of San Antorko acgured the lan in
1902 and martained it a5 2 heafth resort Or Bamitz gave
the Irn its present name and instzbed elecineal winng and
community bathrooms

n 1922 Robert L and Maude Hidman purchased
the Inn e Hidman was Mayor of Boeme in the |520%
arvd 19305 and arranged o have the minicpal swimming
podl buit near the Inn.They ako began many iImpartant
steps to modemnize the hoted, induding the insallation of
private baths.

Mrs W F Grinnan bought the Kendall Inn in 1960 and
made her home there. She dosed the Inn for reparrs and
restoraton of the extenave galleries, which face the square
and planned to reopen the Inn to-the pubiic

Some fitte know facts about the Kendall inn nduds
evidence N the cellar of a tunned which is said to conhedt
the old hoted with ancther buikdng a blode away The
turnel was used for protection 2gainst wandenng bands
of hostle indians.

The main sruchse & construcied of natve rodc
walls, which are 20" thick The front porch facing scuth has
exrellent exposre for staang cool in the hot summers
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Club 128 Rewards card. Your buthdays and anm-
versaries are cause for celebration and Kendall Inn
celebrates BIG by sending you exclusive gifts to honor
those occastons. Club 128 1s their way of saymng thank
vou for being a member and visiting Kendall Inn.

It's clear that the owners of Ye Kendall Inn are
constantly trying to mmprove the facility and add to
its appeal Dr Lemmger shares “The opporfunity
: . 7 : 5 i presented itself for us to get mvolved m this wonder-
of Ye Kendall Inn 1s a great place to find an mcredible selection of wines and eclectic mfts. fil and intrigving piece of history. We saw it as 2 ereat
wgdchucmmmpmchmﬂmLﬁzmmﬂrGfﬂle’smﬁ)odgmdlmmmkchmrmd thing nice for both the fnn and the city of Boeme “m
enjoy.

All the Ye Kendall Inn offers makes 1t a favortte destination for corporate retreats and
confrences. "I 2007 e added  Cillnge Course for use by corporations aud aversie fﬂ:ﬁ;ﬁi:ﬂ'}:’fg:ﬂ;ﬁ?
lmmmmmmmmmww Sa}gEde'm e Kendall Inr.1, emajlmfo@}ek&idzlllnn.colmﬁdrequ;ctto
Kendall Inn's over 5,000 square foot of mdoor meetmg space m their Kendall Halle mcludes be added to their smail pramations fist
a flexible floor plan. dividable mfo 4 separate rooms. built i sound system. -
lugh speed wireless mtemet. flexible hightmg and availability of andio/vnsual
equipment. The Inn also offers several open air. outdoor settings for breaks
or smialler gatherings.

Something exclusive to Ye Kendall Inn 15 thewr Club 128 Rewards
Program. Here, loyal customers can sign up to eam pomts at any of the 5
retail locations on the Kendall Tn campus. Membership 1s ssmple and free.
all you have to do 15 sien up and begin eaming pomnts on all of your purchases
at Kendall Inn_ Limestone Galle, Kendall Provistons Company, and The Loft
Salon, Spa and Pilates. As a member vou will eam one pomnt for every dollar =
spent. When you eam 500 points, they will reward you with 2 zift of $25.00 S
to use when you are here. Club 128 Rewards members will also be eligible
for spectal “members only” promotions and offers simply by presenting their
Pictured Left to Rightt interiors of The Loft 5alon, 5pa and Pilstes The Ross Room at kKendall inn
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